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Metropolitan Growth 2000 to 2010

Total Hispanic Black White Total Hispanic Black White

Houston 1,231,393 745,935 214,928 85,643 Tampa, FL 387,246 203,566 72,970 57,482

Dallas 1,210,229 634,449 233,890 158,283 Chicago 362,789 462,377 (58,255) (193,010)

Atlanta 1,020,879 276,993 473,493 106,267 Minneapolis 311,027 77,162 83,464 63,623

Riverside 970,030 767,440 58,919 5,613 San Diego 281,480 240,383 (7,887) (48,786)

Phoenix 941,011 418,706 80,318 320,370 Philadelphia 278,196 181,963 93,161 (140,551)

Washington 785,987 341,107 155,648 58,019 Boston 215,058 128,911 54,009 (136,692)

New York 574,107 760,983 (67,709) (558,563) San Francisco 211,651 205,545 (37,595) (185,650)

Miami 557,071 608,865 191,658 (267,991) Baltimore 157,495 72,425 74,124 (66,652)

Los Angeles 463,210 583,070 (85,025) (361,772) St. Louis 114,209 31,582 36,764 7,349

Metro

2000-2010 Population Change  MSA

Metro

2000-2010 Population Change  MSA

Source: Census Bureau (28-County MSA for Atlanta in 2000 and 2010)

Seattle 395,931 147,023 36,061 27,015 Detroit (156,307) 41,147 (37,603) (194,535)



Southeastern Population 

Growth 2000 to 2010 

County Net Change

Red to Tan = Growth

Blues = Loss



Georgia Population 

Growth 2000 to 2010 

County Net Change

Red to Tan = Growth

Blues = Loss



Becoming More Diverse: Index 

Soars 

2000 Index Rank 2010 Index Rank Score change 2000-2010

1. Miami MSA: 66.3 1. Bay Area CSA: 69.9 1 tied) Atlanta CSA: 7.1

2. Bay Area CSA: 66.2 2. Houston CSA: 68.4 1 tied) Boston CSA: 7.1

3. Los Angeles CSA: 66.1 3. Miami MSA: 66.6 3) Washington DC CSA: 7.0

4. Houston CSA: 65.5 4. Los Angeles CSA: 66.4 4) Philadelphia CSA: 6.3

5. New York CSA: 61.2 5. New York CSA: 65.3 5) DFW CSA: 5.5

6. Chicago CSA: 58.4 6. DFW CSA: 63.6 6) New York CSA: 4.1

7. DFW CSA: 58.1 7. Washington DC CSA: 63.3 7) Bay Area CSA: 3.7

Demographics

7. DFW CSA: 58.1 7. Washington DC CSA: 63.3 7) Bay Area CSA: 3.7

8. Washington DC CSA: 56.3 8. Atlanta CSA: 62.5 8) Chicago CSA: 3.4

9. Atlanta CSA: 55.4 9. Chicago CSA: 61.8 9) Houston CSA: 2.9

10. Philadelphia CSA: 46.2 10. Philadelphia CSA: 52.5 10) Los Angeles CSA: .2

11. Boston CSA: 31.1 11. Boston CSA: 38.2 11) Miami MSA: .1

NOTE: 0-100% probability that two people in the metro will be of a different race

Source: city-data.com, from US Census Bureau data
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White African American Asian Hispanic
Atlanta  has a relatively small share of Hispanic Population compared to other metro areas.
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20-County Region: + 1 million people

Total Population Change

County 2000 2010 Total Percent

Barrow 46,144 69,367 23,223 50.3%

Bartow 76,019 100,157 24,138 31.8%

Carroll 87,268 110,527 23,259 26.7%

Cherokee 141,903 214,346 72,443 51.1%

Clayton 236,517 259,424 22,907 9.7%

Cobb 607,751 688,078 80,327 13.2%

Coweta 89,215 127,317 38,102 42.7%

DeKalb 665,865 691,893 26,028 3.9%

Douglas 92,174 132,403 40,229 43.6%

Fayette 91,263 106,567 15,304 16.8%

Forsyth 98,407 175,511 77,104 78.4%

Fulton 816,006 920,581 104,575 12.8%

Gwinnett 588,448 805,321 216,873 36.9%

Hall 139,277 179,684 40,407 29.0%

Henry 119,341 203,922 84,581 70.9%

Newton 62,001 99,958 37,957 61.2%

Paulding 81,678 142,324 60,646 74.3%

Rockdale 70,111 85,215 15,104 21.5%

Spalding 58,417 64,073 5,656 9.7%

Walton 60,687 83,768 23,081 38.0%

Atlanta 416,474 420,003 3,529 0.8%

20-Co Total 4,228,492 5,260,436 1,031,944 24.4%



Coweta

Douglas

Hall

Paulding

Cherokee

Forsyth

Cobb

Henry

Fulton

Gwinnett

White

County Race & Ethnicity Change, 

2000 - 2010

-100,000 -50,000 0 50,000 100,000 150,000 200,000 250,000 300,000

Atlanta

Spalding

Rockdale

Fayette

Clayton

Walton

Barrow

Carroll

Bartow

DeKalb

Newton

Coweta

Black

Asian

Hispanic

Other





White Population Growth 

2000 to 2010



Black Population Growth 

2000 to 2010



Hispanic Growth 2000 to 2010



Areas with Population Growth in All 

Races/Ethnicities 2000 to 2010



Growth Creates Demand for Infrastructure: Are We 

Prepared?  TRANSIT (same scale, yellow transit lines and red transit stops)





Population Age Dynamics

Total Population

Share of Population Rank of Share

Under 20 20-64 65+ 25-39 45-59 Under 20 20-64 65+ 25-39 45-59

Dallas 6,144,489 30.5% 61.3% 8.2% 23.8% 19.1% 3 9 25 1 24 

Atlanta 5,271,550 29.6% 62.4% 8.1% 23.2% 20.4% 5 6 27 2 19 

Phoenix 4,179,427 29.7% 59.0% 11.3% 23.1% 18.0% 4 24 15 3 26 

Denver 2,466,591 27.8% 62.7% 9.5% 23.0% 21.6% 11 5 24 4 12 

Riverside 4,081,371 32.0% 58.2% 9.8% 22.8% 17.0% 1 27 22 5 27 

Houston 5,629,127 31.0% 60.9% 8.1% 22.8% 19.9% 2 10 26 6 21 

Portland 2,174,631 26.7% 63.0% 10.4% 22.6% 22.0% 19 4 19 7 7 

Seattle 3,309,347 25.6% 64.0% 10.4% 22.0% 22.5% 22 1 20 8 3 

Sacramento 2,091,120 27.7% 60.8% 11.5% 21.9% 20.0% 12 13 14 9 20 

Washington 5,306,125 27.2% 63.0% 9.7% 21.8% 21.6% 14 3 23 10 11 

Los Angeles 12,875,587 29.1% 60.4% 10.6% 21.8% 19.4% 6 17 18 11 23 

San Diego 2,974,859 28.2% 60.7% 11.1% 21.7% 19.0% 8 14 16 12 25 

San Francisco 4,203,898 24.1% 63.5% 12.4% 21.5% 22.4% 26 2 10 13 4 

Source :Census Bureau

San Francisco 4,203,898 24.1% 63.5% 12.4% 21.5% 22.4% 26 2 10 13 4 

Orlando 2,032,496 26.8% 60.4% 12.8% 21.3% 19.9% 18 15 8 14 22 

Minneapolis 3,208,212 28.0% 62.1% 9.9% 21.3% 22.0% 10 7 21 15 6 

Chicago 9,522,879 28.7% 60.4% 10.9% 21.2% 20.5% 7 16 17 16 18 

New York 18,815,988 26.2% 60.9% 12.9% 20.6% 20.9% 21 12 6 17 15 

Boston 4,482,857 25.3% 62.1% 12.6% 20.4% 21.7% 23 8 9 18 10 

Cincinnati 2,134,864 28.0% 60.1% 11.9% 19.8% 21.3% 9 19 13 19 14 

Baltimore 2,668,056 26.9% 60.9% 12.1% 19.7% 21.7% 17 11 11 20 9 

Detroit 4,467,592 27.6% 60.3% 12.1% 19.2% 22.3% 13 18 12 21 5 

Philadelphia 5,827,962 27.2% 59.8% 13.0% 18.9% 21.4% 16 21 5 22 13 

St. Louis 2,802,282 27.2% 60.0% 12.8% 18.9% 21.8% 15 20 7 23 8 

Miami 5,413,212 25.2% 58.6% 16.2% 18.8% 20.7% 24 26 3 24 17 

Tampa 2,723,949 24.2% 58.6% 17.2% 18.7% 20.8% 25 25 1 25 16 

Cleveland 2,096,471 26.4% 59.1% 14.6% 17.9% 22.8% 20 23 4 26 2 

Pittsburgh 2,355,712 23.6% 59.4% 17.1% 17.1% 23.4% 27 22 2 27 1 



Median Age 2010
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Young Now but Growing Old 

Over 60

2000: 1 in 10  

2030: 1 in 5

2040: 1 in 4

Over 65

2010: 465,350 people

2040: 1,610,823 people

230% Increase in Over 65

2040: 1,610,823 people
1.1 MILLION more Seniors

Georgia is the 3rd 
youngest state: median 

age 34.3 
Utah (1) 28.5, Maine (50) 

41.2

Atlanta Region 34.1 US 
36.4

Source : DRAFT 
Plan2040 Forecast, 
Census Bureau



Where Millennials Live 2010 (AGE 15-30)



Gen X and Boomers 2010



Who is (was) moving to Atlanta?



Educational Attainment Ranks

Totals Percent Ranks

Total 

Population
25+

With At Least 

Bachelor's 
Degree

With No High 

School Diploma

With At Least 

Bachelor's 
Degree

With No High 

School 
Diploma

Total 

Population
25+

With At Least 

Bachelor's Degree 
(from highest to 

lowest)

With No High 

School Diploma 
(from lowest to 

highest)

Atlanta 3,504,920 1,195,276 458,593 34.1% 13.1% 9 9 9

Baltimore 1,804,373 626,719 214,717 34.7% 11.9% 20 7 7

Boston 3,132,664 1,321,315 295,703 42.2% 9.4% 10 3 3

Chicago 6,230,059 2,088,840 876,066 33.5% 14.1% 3 10 12

Dallas 4,044,042 1,213,697 732,930 30.0% 18.1% 4 13 17

Detroit 2,966,607 779,567 387,402 26.3% 13.1% 12 18 8

Houston 3,644,404 1,016,354 727,063 27.9% 20.0% 7 15 18

Los Angeles 8,352,116 2,518,599 1,870,474 30.2% 22.4% 2 12 20

Miami 3,815,620 1,059,965 666,796 27.8% 17.5% 6 16 16

Minneapolis 2,164,041 813,026 163,236 37.6% 7.5% 16 4 1

New York 12,948,724 4,614,759 2,026,685 35.6% 15.7% 1 6 15

Philadelphia 3,996,265 1,292,142 472,347 32.3% 11.8% 5 11 6

Phoenix 2,783,435 759,832 427,278 27.3% 15.4% 13 17 14

Riverside 2,486,687 476,409 531,263 19.2% 21.4% 14 20 19

St. Louis 1,893,423 556,361 213,485 29.4% 11.3% 19 14 5

San Diego 1,976,858 683,147 287,827 34.6% 14.6% 17 8 13

San Francisco 3,028,503 1,317,394 396,544 43.5% 13.1% 11 2 10

Seattle 2,320,986 868,771 202,577 37.4% 8.7% 15 5 2

Tampa, FL 1,929,746 474,986 260,685 24.6% 13.5% 18 19 11

Washington DC 3,625,144 1,714,346 362,917 47.3% 10.0% 8 1 4

Source :  2009 American 
Community Survey
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Share of Those with At Least a Bachelor's Degree Share of Those With No High School Diploma

2000 2005-2009

Percentage Point 

Difference 2000 2005-2009

Percentage Point 

Difference

Barrow 10.9% 13.8% 2.9% 26.7% 24.5% -2.1%

Bartow 14.1% 16.7% 2.6% 28.2% 21.0% -7.1%

Carroll 16.5% 17.4% 0.9% 28.9% 21.0% -7.9%

Cherokee 27.0% 32.3% 5.4% 15.6% 11.7% -3.9%

Clayton 16.6% 17.5% 0.9% 19.9% 17.1% -2.9%

Cobb 39.8% 43.0% 3.3% 11.2% 10.0% -1.2%

Coweta 20.6% 24.7% 4.0% 18.4% 13.8% -4.6%

DeKalb 36.3% 37.6% 1.3% 14.9% 13.0% -2.0%

County-Level Educational Attainment

DeKalb 36.3% 37.6% 1.3% 14.9% 13.0% -2.0%

Douglas 19.2% 23.0% 3.8% 18.9% 14.2% -4.6%

Fayette 36.2% 40.9% 4.7% 7.6% 6.4% -1.2%

Forsyth 34.6% 44.0% 9.4% 14.3% 9.6% -4.7%

Fulton 41.4% 45.8% 4.4% 16.0% 12.2% -3.8%

Gwinnett 34.1% 35.2% 1.1% 12.7% 12.4% -0.4%

Hall 18.7% 19.8% 1.1% 29.5% 25.5% -4.0%

Henry 19.5% 23.5% 3.9% 15.8% 10.7% -5.1%

Newton 14.5% 19.0% 4.5% 25.3% 18.6% -6.7%

Paulding 15.2% 20.1% 4.9% 19.2% 14.2% -5.0%

Rockdale 23.4% 23.1% -0.2% 17.6% 15.5% -2.0%

Spalding 12.5% 13.5% 1.0% 32.2% 25.4% -6.8%

Walton 13.0% 16.8% 3.7% 26.5% 21.6% -4.9%

20-Co Total 31.7% 34.3% 2.6% 16.4% 13.5% -2.8%



Percent of Population (25+) with At Least a Bachelor’s Degree



Persons in Poverty





Change in School Enrollment

2000 2010 Change

Percent 

Change 2000 2010 Change

Percent 

Change

White 177,941 163,106 (14,835) -8.3% White 199,018 188,730 (10,288) -5.2%

Black 130,964 157,863 26,899  20.5% Black 133,039 191,392 58,353  43.9%

Hispanic 27,546   76,716   49,170  178.5% Hispanic 17,600   61,130   43,530  247.3%

Other 20,778   37,309   16,531  79.6% Other 19,051   38,861   19,810  104.0%

Grades K-5 Grades 6-12
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Source: Georgia DoE; ESRI



High School Graduation Rates
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The Obvious Need (along with retraining)…
Pay: MA, Prof, or Doc Deg, $79,946 ; Less than HS diploma, $19,915



US Regions Population Growth 2010 to 2040
South Atlantic (Georgia) 
forecast to grow the most.

Source: Woods and Poole 2010



Population Growth Comparison

United States 20-County Area Rest of Georgia 
(139 Counties)
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Metro Growth



Approximate Generations: 

•GI and Silent Generation: 

Born before 1944

•Baby Boomers: 

Born between 1944

and 1963

Generations (US and Atlanta)

•Generation X:  

1964 to 1977

•Generation Y: 

1978 to 1992 

•Generation Z: 

1993 to 2010

Source: US Census Bureau Estimates 

Source: ARC Plan2040 Forecast
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Battle of the Bulges: X and Zs
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2010 Population by Age

2010 Census 20-County Area
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More Diverse
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2009 Household Income (Median)

Source: ESRI Demographics



Population Age Dynamics
2000 2010 Percent Change, 2000-2010

County Under 20 20-64 65+ Under 20 20-64 65+ Under 20 20-64 65+

Barrow 14,217 27,746 4,181 21,324 41,571 6,472 50.0% 49.8% 54.8%

Bartow 23,066 45,785 7,168 29,484 60,062 10,611 27.8% 31.2% 48.0%

Carroll 26,399 52,158 8,711 32,756 65,663 12,108 24.1% 25.9% 39.0%

Cherokee 43,547 89,003 9,353 64,018 130,630 19,698 47.0% 46.8% 110.6%

Clayton 77,568 145,026 13,923 82,977 159,211 17,236 7.0% 9.8% 23.8%

Cobb 172,626 393,089 42,036 194,404 433,702 59,972 12.6% 10.3% 42.7%

Coweta 27,686 53,958 7,571 37,865 76,212 13,240 36.8% 41.2% 74.9%

DeKalb 182,955 429,686 53,224 183,137 446,528 62,228 0.1% 3.9% 16.9%

Douglas 27,913 57,303 6,958 41,203 79,956 11,244 47.6% 39.5% 61.6%

Fayette 28,750 54,409 8,104 30,769 62,253 13,545 7.0% 14.4% 67.1%Fayette 28,750 54,409 8,104 30,769 62,253 13,545 7.0% 14.4% 67.1%

Forsyth 29,309 62,158 6,940 56,682 103,191 15,638 93.4% 66.0% 125.3%

Fulton 224,232 522,784 68,990 247,143 590,014 83,424 10.2% 12.9% 20.9%

Gwinnett 180,387 376,462 31,599 255,226 494,990 55,105 41.5% 31.5% 74.4%

Hall 41,810 84,400 13,067 55,148 104,526 20,010 31.9% 23.8% 53.1%

Henry 37,562 72,955 8,824 65,471 121,403 17,048 74.3% 66.4% 93.2%

Newton 18,939 36,933 6,129 31,964 58,164 9,830 68.8% 57.5% 60.4%

Paulding 26,853 50,001 4,824 46,796 85,308 10,220 74.3% 70.6% 111.9%

Rockdale 21,315 42,340 6,456 25,445 50,704 9,066 19.4% 19.8% 40.4%

Spalding 17,627 33,952 6,838 17,971 37,563 8,539 2.0% 10.6% 24.9%

Walton 18,830 36,017 5,840 24,625 49,051 10,092 30.8% 36.2% 72.8%

20-co Total 1,241,591 2,666,165 320,736 1,544,408 3,250,702 465,326 24.4% 21.9% 45.1%

Source : US Census Bureau 



Forecast Population Growth

County 2010 Population 2040 Population Total Change Percent Change

Cherokee 207,388 402,082 194,694 93.9%

Clayton 281,061 322,350 41,289 14.7%

Cobb 672,076 856,169 184,093 27.4%

DeKalb 738,752 931,374 192,622 26.1%

Douglas 128,371 256,854 128,483 100.1%

Fayette 106,039 168,657 62,618 59.1%

Fulton 965,593 1,330,583 364,990 37.8%

Gwinnett 758,032 1,172,338 414,306 54.7%

Henry 193,536 433,250 239,714 123.9%

Newton 97,122 200,629 103,507 106.6%

Rockdale 84,645 159,849 75,204 88.8%

20 -County 5,254,399 8,256,323 3,001,924 57.1%

Source : ARC’s DRAFT Plan 2040 Forecasts. 





Monthly Building Permits
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Median Home Value 2009

Source :  ESRI Demographics



Median Home Value 2009

Source :  ESRI Demographics



Home Prices (Case-Shiller) Since 

Peak May 2011
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Foreclosures NOT Going Away
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Still Significant “Pipeline”
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Regional Housing Mix

Source :  ARC LandPro 2007 
Dataset
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Our Fair Share of Troubles
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Atlanta MSA Job Change
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Median Household Income
Source: 2000 Census; 2005 and 2009 ACS
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Gross Domestic Product

Gross Domestic Product (Mill Current Dollars)

2001 2004 2006 2007 2008 2009

Atlanta 202,783 228,611 257,748 271,590 272,056 264,700

Georgia 299,442 338,470 375,641 378,722 375,473 357,160

Atlanta as a 

Percentage of 

the State  67.72% 67.54% 68.62% 71.71% 72.46% 74.11%

120.0%

Source: Bureau of Economic Analysis
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Atlanta’s Relative Strengths 

Information, Wholesale Trade

1

1.5
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Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics 2011

Value of greater than 1 shows a stronger share of jobs in that sector than the national average
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Atlanta 0.73 1.20 1.51 0.98 1.63 1.02 1.31 0.81 1.00
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Employment Average Annual 
Change

Period ARC 20-cty

1990-99 85,671 

2000-06 56,343 

2007-20 14,200 

2021-30 53,071 
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Employment Comparison 

Top Twenty Growth Sectors

1990 to 2010 2010 to 2040
1 Administrative and support services

2 Real estate

3 Food services and drinking places

4 Professional and technical services

5 Retail trade

6 Ambulatory health care services

7 Social assistance

8 Hospitals

9 Educational services

1 Social assistance (NURSING HOMES)

2 Real estate

3 Professional and technical services

4 Ambulatory health care services

5 Membership associations and organizations

6 Retail trade

7 Educational services

8 Hospitals

9 Food services and drinking places
9 Educational services

10 Construction

11 Membership associations and organizations

12 Truck transportation; Couriers and messengers

13 Repair and maintenance

14 Nursing and residential care facilities

15 Wholesale trade

16 Insurance carriers and related activities

17 Amusement, gambling, and recreation

18 Broadcasting, except Internet; Telecommunications

19

Monetary authorities - central bank; Credit intermediation 
and related activities; Funds, trusts, & other financial 
vehicles

20 Personal and laundry services

9 Food services and drinking places

10 Administrative and support services

11 Amusement, gambling, and recreation

12 Nursing and residential care facilities

13 Truck transportation; Couriers and messengers

14 Construction

15 Food manufacturing

16 Accommodation

17 Personal and laundry services

18 Repair and maintenance

19 Insurance carriers and related activities

20 Scenic and sightseeing transportation; support activities



Forecasted Employment Change 

2010- 2040 20-County Forecast Area



Forecast Employment Change

County 2010 Employment 2040 Employment Total Change Percent Change

Cherokee 43,620 115,985 72,365 165.9%

Clayton 113,850 157,968 44,118 38.8%

Cobb 304,696 457,799 153,103 50.2%

DeKalb 289,686 424,975 135,289 46.7%

Douglas 37,620 75,423 37,803 100.5%

Fayette 35,854 72,988 37,134 103.6%Fayette 35,854 72,988 37,134 103.6%

Fulton 671,998 1,031,749 359,751 53.5%

Gwinnett 288,930 508,845 219,915 76.1%

Henry 45,153 108,971 63,818 141.3%

Newton 19,636 38,975 19,339 98.5%

Rockdale 28,660 46,998 18,338 64.0%

20 -County 2,173,573 3,648,455 1,474,882 67.9%

Source : ARC’s DRAFT Plan 2040 Forecasts. 





Conclusion

• Atlanta Metro will dominate growth in the State for both Population and 
Employment.  

• Population growth will be strong, but the share of population in working 
age groups will fall. 

• Employment growth will be slower than in the previous forecast; this will 
reduce the demand for new space.  

• Atlanta, very young now, will look more like the nation in older  age groups 
by 2040 but will be less like the nation in younger age groups.by 2040 but will be less like the nation in younger age groups.

• By 2040, there will be almost 500,000 people over the age of 80 and 1.4 
million children in our school systems.

• Demographic change will be most apparent in younger age groups, but 
almost all major age groups will be evenly composited among ethnicities.  

• The Atlanta economy will be driven by National trends. These trends 
present challenges and opportunities. 

• Substantial employment growth will occur in sectors that are directly driven 
by population growth.

• There will be significant growth in occupations that require greater levels of 
education . 



Want More Information?
ARC Data Dashboard Neighborhood Nexus  

Weave Analysis Tool

http://www.weaveatlanta.org/weave.html?defaults=/census2010_ct.xmlhttp://www.atlantaregional.com/info-center/2010-census

http://census.ire.org http://2010.census.gov/2010census/popmap/

Census Query Tool Census Website


